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ITALY
HOTEL DE LA VILLE, ROME

If Rocco Fortes first foray in the ltalian capital, the suave Hotel
de Russie, is Marcello Mastroianni and Anita Ekberg all dressed
up in La Dolce Vita, this peppy cousin is Roman Holiday's Audrey
Hepburn and Gregory Peck buzzing around town on a Veespa
Located at the top of the Spanish Steps, it’s a head-to-toe
overhaul of the InterContinental de la Ville, a once-glamorous
address that had become increasingly staid. There's nothing staid
about Tommaso Ziffer's new interiors: 20 years on from his
debaonair, Art Deco-tinged work on De Russie, he's in a playful
mood. Mests of convex mirrors, wallpaper studded with digital
reproductions of antique prints, deft touches of chinoiserie,
coffee tables topped with computer-generated mosaics, colours
that range from powder blue to deep plum - it's the Grand Tour
on acid. The decorative verve and brio helps to make up for
the fact that not all of the 104 rooms have full-on city views
(for thase, check into a Panorarmic Suite or the swoony top-floor
space). But the millennials who are already flocking to this
good-looking Roman berth are unlikely to complain. Silk
Road-inspired cocktails at the Julep bar and the smart updates
of traditional dishes served in the hotel’s chic, streetside
Da Sistina restaurant focus the mind on the inner view,
FLASH POINT De-stress from a long day of culture slogging with
a Mediterranean Mudding Ritual in the soothingly penumbral
spa. roccofortehotels.com. Doubles from abour £540




